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2.  Introduction   
Why do we exist?   

How did we come to existence? 

Is their a purpose to life?   

What is the purpose to life? 

What is beyond death? 

Are we temporary or eternal beings? 

If there is a God, what does he/she/it want from us? 

The Bible is God’s specific revelation of Himself to man 
and provides all of these answers as well as countless oth-
er questions. 

This study guide series, Not So Basic Christianity, begins 
right from the beginning and works its way to explore the 
great mysteries of life.  The Study Series cover questions 
about God, His objectives for all He has created i.e. Heav-
en, Hell, the Universe, Earth, plant and animal life, angels 
and mankind. 

God desired fellowship.  So He essentially took a blank 
sheet of paper and designed the perfect companions that 
would satisfy His desires.  He even designed the perfect 
environment in which He would co-habitat and fellowship 
within.  Everything God planned was perfect and He de-
clared it “Good” 

God’s desire, or if you please, His Will is to share Himself 
and to fellowship with man.  This desire sparked God to 

plan, elect and create all things.  Man was created for eter-
nal fellowship and love with God.  God elected (planned 
and made choices) all things prior to creation, spoke all 
things into existence, and proclaimed His Creation as 
“Very Good.” 

Genesis begins with the simple statement “In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth.”  [Genesis 1:1]  
With incredible and unfathomable power, God spoke into 
creation all things.  With loving care in the early chapters 
of Genesis, God describes in detail, His creation of a single 
planet in His newly created  universe.  Step–by-step God 
describes how He shapes the earth, forms the seas and dry 
lands, enriches the world with abundant vegetation, fills 
its skies, valleys, mountains and seas with an infinite va-
riety of living creatures.   

God’s final act of creation was man, “Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the 
cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” [Genesis 1:26] 

God named His very first created humans (a male and fe-
male) Adam and Eve.  They were placed in a perfect para-
dise and enjoyed a perfect relationship with God Almighty.  
They were righteous before God on their own accord as 
there was no sin in them. Adam and Eve were created with 
both the ability to not sin and the ability to sin.  God gave 
them a command to not eat of the fruit of the tree of Good 
and Evil.   



Unfortunately, Adam and Eve willfully chose to rebel 
against God and disobeyed Him by not accepting His Word 
and breaking His command.  Adam and Eve chose their will 
over God’s will resulting in two  curses. They chose them-
selves and their desires over God’s. 

First, Adam and Eve’s nature changed as a result of their 
disobedience to God.  They lost the ability not-to-sin.  Na-
ture is the essence of man’s decision making process which 
is based upon one’s acceptance of the spiritual and physical 
forces that regulates law, truth, and morality.  There is only 
God’s Truth or Falseness based upon the rejection of God’s 
Truth.  Adam and Eve lost their righteous nature and could 
no longer exist within the presence of God.  Their unright-
eous nature is now inherited by all their descendants.  This 
means everyone since Adam and Eve “inherits” this un-
righteous nature (Original Sin) and the consequences of 
this nature.  Man’s nature is now to sin, disobey, and reject 
(even hate) God.  Natural man is no  longer a friend, rather 
an enemy to God.  

Secondly,  Now that man was unrighteous before God, he 
could no longer exist before God.  God is absolute pure and 
holiness and sin simply cannot exist in His presence.  
Therefore mankind is banished or separated from God’s 
presence eternally.  This is called Spiritual death, or the 
second death. Our first death (physical) separates us from 
our homes, this universe, our families, friends, everyone 
we know.  The second death (spiritual) separates us from 
God and the future He had planned to have with us.  Man 
will sin because of this inherited nature.  We have no ability 

to never sin.  Since Unrighteousness cannot exist before a 
holy and pure  man is doomed to eternal separation from 
God.   

Both of these curses are passed onto every human offspring 
through procreation.  Our inheritance from Adam and Eve is 
that each of us has been born with a God-rejecting nature 
and subsequently already sentenced to hell for sin from 
birth. And WE can do nothing about it. 

Yet, out of this chaos, God revealed a holy plan of salvation 
that would permanently reconcile man back to Himself and 
this is the primary theme of the Bible.  It is the “Love Sto-
ry.”  It is the unveiling of God’s glorious plan to restore 
man to righteousness before God so that His will for eternal 
fellowship with man would be fulfilled.   

God can never be defeated.  His Will prevails.  

Mankind does not appreciate strength and intensity of 
God’s desire (will) for fellowship nor is man interested in 
God’s plan to restore mankind to His “Very Good” status.  
As Adam and Eve, man insists on living for himself and 
consistently rebels against God.  No one seeks God.   Thank-
fully God unceasingly continues to “woo” man to Himself.  

The Bible shows that it is God who took the initiative to 
rescue man.  Man was incapable of helping himself and did 
nothing to warrant God’s great love.  Nor did man seek out 
God or cared to live a holy life.  Left to his own plight, man’s 
future is one of total, tormented separation from God  In 
spite of all of man’s rebellion, our loving and holy God sac-
rificed His only Son so that we may be restored to  



righteousness so that we can spend eternity in joyous fel-
lowship with God Almighty.   

Whosoever believes this gospel message by faith and con-
fesses their belief and acceptance of Jesus as the messiah 
and Lord of all, and Jesus atoning work on the cross have 
their sins (man’s unrighteousness) imputed to Jesus Christ 
and Jesus’ righteousness imputed to them.  Therefore when 
God looks at the believer, He only sees Christ’s righteous-
ness.  

Therefore no one will go to hell because of their sins, but 
only because of their disbelief.  Because the non-believer 
rejects Christ’s free offer of righteousness, they remain in 
their unrighteous state and will spend eternity separated 
from God. 

God elected His great plan to restore mankind to Himself 
before the foundation of all things. 

A few years ago, I was challenged to defend my faith and 
the doctrines I held dear in two separate events.  I found 
myself embarrassed as I discovered how ill equipped I was 
to either defend or explain my Christian doctrines.  Sure, I 
was sufficiently prepare with the basic knowledge of the 
Christian faith, but beyond the basics I was insufficient.    

I was embarrassed and resolved to correct this deficiency 
through a thorough study of the Scriptures and document-
ing my findings in an organized fashion.  For the first time I 
was discovering what it means to be  a disciple of Christ.   

This required me to put aside all of my biases, read God’s 

word freshly and intently, discuss with scholars and read 
numerous documents on Christian doctrine.  I lost track of 
time, so involved were my studies. It has now been over a 
decade since I first undertook this study.  God has been es-
pecially gracious in guiding my study of His revealed 
word.  This study has been a true joy, and the more one per-
sonally gets to know God and appreciate Him, the more one 
will be in awe of our Almighty God, and compelled from 
within to continue studying, worshipping, obeying, wit-
nessing and serving Him.   

Three years prior to working on Not So Basic Christianity I 
undertook a study to define what were the most essentials 
doctrines necessary to endorse in order for one to be saved.  
I called that study, The Basics of Christianity.  The study you 
are now reading is called, Not So Basic Christianity.  The 
difference between the two studies is the Christian maturity 
level one wants to achieve. 

This topic was far more comprehensive than originally 
conceived.  I found I had to throw myself deeply into under-
taking a systematic, orderly, coherent study of the principal 
doctrines of the Christian faith and God.  As with all scien-
tific or systematic studies, certain assumptions were ini-
tially established.   



These assumptions include ... 

1. God has revealed Himself not only in nature but also 
through the writings of the prophets and the Apostles, 
and that the Bible is the full logos or Word of God.  The 
Bible is infallible and inerrant.  It is truth. 

2. When God reveals Himself, He does so according to His 
own character and nature.  Scripture tells us that God 
created an orderly cosmos.  He is not the author of con-
fusion because He is never confused.  He thinks clearly 
and speaks in an intelligible way that is meant to be un-
derstood.  He teaches us how to think rightfully. 

3. God’s revelation in Scripture manifests His qualities.   

4. Unity.  There is a unity to the Word of God despite the 
fact it was written over many centuries by many au-
thors, and covers a variety of topics, but within that di-
versity is unity.  All information found in Scripture have 
their unity in God Himself,  and when God speaks and 
reveals Himself, there is a unity in content and coher-
ence. 

5. God’s revelation is consistent.  God is eternally immuta-
ble and cannot change His revelation will always be con-
sistent. He is utterly consistent and unchanging.  God is 
the same yesterday, today and forever.  (Hebrews 13:8  
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.) 

6. God is incomprehensible, so how can I or anyone study 
something that is incomprehensible?  It does when we 
grasp that man can approach the study of God, although 

He is incomprehensible, by using the term incompre-
hensible in a narrower and more precise usage than tra-
ditional diction.  In this study, incomprehensible does 
not mean that we cannot know anything about God, but 
rather our knowledge of God will always be limited.  We 
cannot totally comprehend all that He is. 

I love the comparison of salvation to our physical birth be-
cause there is as much involved in one’s re-birth to become 
a Christian.  Like a baby who does not comprehend any-
thing that happened to them at birth, a Christian does not 
even begin to understand what all happens at the moment 
of their spiritual rebirth.  As believers mature, They study 
God’s Word, walk as He commands, and daily pray.  They 
learn more and more the magnitude of what God has done 
and given them at the moment of their salvation.   

Five things become abundantly clear and should more than 
compel us to glorify God throughout all eternity.   

1. God Almighty created all things. 

2. God Almighty sustains all things.   

3. Without God Almighty nothing exists. 

4. Salvation is an irrevocable gift of God Almighty. 

5. God’s loving grace is limitless and He deserves all hon-
or, all glory and all praise forever.   

Note God’s three components of God’s plan to restore 
mankind from their “Lost” position. 



1.  The Act, The Call 

Back in the Garden of Eden after Adam and Eve fell, we 
learned of God’s plan to restore man to Himself.  God sent 
His only Son, who lived a perfect life as an incarnate man to 
pay the penalty demanded by sin and rebellion.  Man’s sin 
(unrighteousness) were imputed to Christ at the crucifixion 
and Christ’s righteousness is imputed to believers at con-
version.  Dressed in Christ’s righteousness, man was justi-
fied and adopted as sons into God’s family, predestined to 
be conformed to Christ’s image, and will be glorified.  Not 
wanting any to perish, God issued a universal call for man 
to repent, confess Jesus as Lord.  His plan is for whosoever 
believeth. 

• John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, 
but have eternal life.”    

• Galatians 2:20  "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  

2.  Man’s Response:   

• In Romans, the Apostle Paul, summarizes the basic fun-
damentals of Christian conversion to help us understand 
God’s requirement. Here Paul outlines God’s two essen-
tial requirements to be adopted into His family as totally 
forgiven sinners, with the guarantee of eternal life in 
heaven. In short,  the Bible assures us that we “will be 
saved” if, in fact, we comply with these requirements.   

• First, we have to confess. This is not a simple acknowl-
edgement of the existence of God. Even demons 
acknowledge God exists. Confession carries the deep and 
abiding conviction that God alone is sovereign.  When we 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord, we totally surrender our-
selves to God. who, through the Lord Jesus Christ, has 
made it possible for sinful man to be restored.  

• Second, we have to believe. “Believing” is where the hu-
man heart genuinely and willingly trusts, bows, and 
yields its entire essence before God. This act of trust is 
the essential ingredient of saving faith because it recog-
nizes that the sinner is totally incapable of providing 
what only God’s gracious gift can give. It literally pre-
sents to a holy God a mind that understands and accepts 
the gospel of Jesus  

• Christ. A heart convicted by the Holy Spirit, resulting in 
the believer’s repentance. A heart that has been made 
aware of the seriousness of God’s rejection of sin and the 
complete condemnation of the sinner without remedy 
apart from God. 

• Romans 10:8-10  But what does it say? "THE WORD IS 
NEAR YOU, in your mouth and in your heart "that is, 
the word of faith which we are preaching, (9) that if 
you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and be-
lieve in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you will be saved; (10) for with the heart a person be-
lieves, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth 
he confesses, resulting in salvation.  



3.  God’s Reconciliation of Man 

Romans 8:29-30 condenses into a few short words the nec-
essary steps God undertakes out of total love to redeem 
man.  In order for a repentant sinner to be conformed to the 
image of Christ for adoption into God’s family, God must 
regenerates man’s nature, clothe him with Christ’s right-
eousness, justify and sanctify man for glorification.  This 
book contains Volumes of these logical steps of grace. 

I Was Challenged 

Two events in 2014 contributed to ‘perking’ my interest in 
this study.  First, was a leadership study by a new pastor of 
our then church who introduced to me to Calvinism and 
secondly, at one of the church’s weekly men’s Bible Study 
where we discussed many tenets of Calvinism. I disagreed 
with what I heard about some aspects of what is taught as 
Calvin’s doctrine at both of these events.  One particular 
doctrine was predestination which was described as Cal-
vinistic, or reformed thinking.  But I was neither studied, 
nor solid in my own understanding and ill equipped to give 
much of an account of my confused thinking at that time.  
This bothered and shamed me. 

This series of study guides, which I call Not So Basic Christi-
anity, corrects this deficiency.  As I wrote earlier, the hard-
est task was setting aside my own bias, or what I wanted 
the Bible to say, and listen intensely to God with open 
mind, spirit and heart to hear what he does say. 

Let me make this initial statement.  I am neither a Calvinist 
nor a 5-point TULIP dude, a DESIRE follower, a devotee to 

the Five articles of Remonstrance of 1610, nor an embracer 
of Arminianism, or any other category of doctrinal follow-
ing.   

As Bible believers, I cannot understand why we would want 
to be identified so strongly with any of these scholars, even 
as gifted as some have been touted.  Rather, I identify my-
self as a student of the Bible and refer to myself as a Chris-
tian, a follower of Jesus Christ.  It is to Scripture I have 
looked for the authoritative answers. 

This study has given me a solid foundation by which I can 
discern different doctrinal positions to uncover God’s 
truth.  Truth lies within Scripture.  2 Tim 3:16 states  “All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for re-
proof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  therefore, I 
rest on this authority. As a former journalist, I relish dig-
ging into the details and discovering the truth.  I was confi-
dent that God would answer my search.  As Habakkuk, said 
“I will stand on my guard post and station myself on the ram-
part; And I will keep watch to see what He will speak to me, 
And how I may reply when I am reproved.”  (Habakkuk 2:1) 

This is a living document meaning that my most current 
thinking and research will be continuously included herein.  
There is no definitive date God has given me when this 
work will ever be completed and the last pen stroke 
marked.  Until that moment, I shall continue to record my 
sessions with the Lord.   

 



As a positional statement the intended audience is myself.  
Invitations to partake in this study is graciously extended 
to anyone wishing to review my current progress.  This is a 
collection of notes, phrases from multiple documents, my 
own thoughts and conclusions.  I have been collecting snip-
pets of information fro hundreds of godly people and rec-
orded their teachings into my study notes, articles, maga-
zines, books, sermon notes, etc.. for over 40 years.  
Throughout those years I never conceived of putting to-
gether a set of works where my studies would be organized 
topically, so I confess that I have long forgotten who origi-
nally penned, voiced or made many of these original com-
ments and ask your forgiveness in this great omission.  I 
pray you are as forgiving as our Almighty God.  

 

Enjoy my journey through Not So Basic Christianity. 

Darrell Crow 



3.0  First Discussion Questions 
1.   What’s the meaning of life? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

2. What Is Your Idea Of God? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

3. What Do you Want From God? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

4. What Does God Want From You? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

5.  Why Does God Love You, And Just What Does That Mean?
____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

6. What Is Fellowship? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 



4.0 I am God.   

When I was ten years old (photo below), my father (In the uniform 
photo), a career military officer, was stationed in Germany for five 
years.  I attended military school and took the mandatory classes to 
learn German.  I will never forget the class on the proper ways Germans 
were to call or answer their telephones.  The receiving party’s respon-

sibility was 
simply to say 
hello.  This sig-
naled the caller 
to proceed.  The 
caller’s proper 
introduction was 
to fully state who 
they were and/or 
represented, 
whom they were 
calling, and the 
purpose of the 
call.   

This is exactly 
how God reveals 
Himself to man.  

The Bible begins 
with the simple, 
yet utterly pro-
found statement, 
“In the beginning 
God created the 
heavens and the 
earth (Genesis 
1:1).  Almighty 

God introduces Himself as the one 
true God who created the universe and 
all matter and life within.  By virtue of 
His written Word, God is telling man-
kind that we are very, very special to 
Him and that He has planned to have a 
relationship with man for all eternity.  
He has created all things just so He 
could spend eternity fellowshipping 
with us.  This is God’s will and the 
“heart” of the entire gospel message. 

God wants to personally know you and 
I and everyone who has ever existed or 
will exist intimately throughout all 
eternity.  God’s purpose in this phone call, or if you will, His Word, is to 
invite you to enter this relationship with Him. 

What a phone call! 

Man is not an accidental by-product of creation nor are we an acci-
dental result from any evolutionary process, alien life forms, chemical 
pools, energy, singularities, proclamation, or any other “beginning” 
proposed by man.   

God specifically planned man to fellowship with Him for eternity.  God 
wants to personally know us, wants a relationship with us, has lavished 
gifts and love upon us, and will care for us eternally.  Just think of all 
the wonderful gifts God showered upon Adam and Eve after He created 

In Genesis 1:1 God introduces Himself as God and 
that He is the one who created all things.  He cre-
ated man different from all other life forms as He 

had a unique purpose and a unique invitation 
just for man.  



On a social media website, my dear sister, Glenda,  posted the follow-
ing. 

She is so right.  Because Christ has risen, He has paid the penalty in full 
for all of mankind to be restored to God for eternal fellowship.  I was so 
excited to read her post, I just had to respond ... 

“…. More than that. Without Him, the entire universe cannot exist for one 
heart beat. God Almighty sustains us all for one reason, and one reason 
alone. He created us in love that He might fellowship with us for all eternity. 
Just think about Adam and Eve for a second, Genesis 1:27 says, " God created 
man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and fe-
male He created them." What kind of life did Adam and Eve have in the 
Garden? A blessed life until they were banished for sinning. The soul that 
sins, dies. Mankind inherited the capacity to sin from Adam and Eve, Man is 
doomed because our inheritance constantly causes every man, woman and 
child to sin each and every day. So how do we get rid of this curse, this awful 
inheritance? God knew we were eternally judged and condemned in a 
hopeless nightmare the moment Adam and Eve sinned and could do noth-
ing to restore ourselves back to God for eternal fellowship. So God did the 
most awesome, the most sobering, the most loving and the most terrifying 
rescue ever conceived. He sacrificed His own Son as the propitiation for all 
of mankind’s sins for all time. How can we take advantage of this rescue 
and be counted among those who will eternally fellowship with God Al-
mighty? Romans 10:8-9 says, "But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR 
YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”--that is, the word of faith 
which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved;" Each morning, like Glenda, Because He Lives, I can face tomorrow!!  

Because HE lives, I can face tomorrow  

Because HE lives, I can face tomorrow and spend 
eternity fellowshipping with God Almighty 



5.0  Quick Summary Of Genesis 1:1 
The Bible was written by God to reveal Himself and His glorious plan of restoring all things to Himself. The intended audience was mankind in whom God had created in His 

own image for the explicit purpose of eternal fellowship. Bible scholars believe that Genesis was written by Moses, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, during the forty years 

that the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness (1450 - 1410 B.C.).  God chose this particular moment  to officially record His story.  

As Moses led God’s chosen people, the Israe0lites, around and around Mount Sinai in the wilderness, God directed Moses to write the first five books of the Old Testament so 

that Mankind would understand from whence they came, why, the purpose of life, how mankind fell from grace and eternal life through rebellion to God and sinning.  How 

man was to live, and what was expected of each individual to be fully restored to God, Almighty. 

God, begins at the start.  God begins His revelation by stating what He is, not His name. 

He is God!  And in simple words notes: 

Genesis 1:1, In The Beginning God Created the Heavens And The Earth 

This simple statement is one of the most provocative verses in the Bible as it introduces several key themes that are continuously developed throughout the rest of the Bible. 

(1) God Introduces Himself.  God simply states who He is.  He is God, not just a god, but THE God.  This verse shouts that there are no other gods in existence and He is THE 

God, the ONLY God and the only God there will ever be.  The statement that in the beginning God created the Heavens and Earth precludes anything else, including gods, 

or any entity, or matter from existence prior to His creation of all things. 

(2)  Only God Has Eternal Existence.  God existed before the beginning of all things and God will never know an end.  He has always existed and will always exist.  

(3)   God Is Self Sustaining.  Only God is eternal and self-existent.  Nothing sustains God.  Only God sustains Himself. 

(4)   God Sustains all.  ALL other beings are created and sustained by God.  Nothing exists unless God allows it.  All things exist within God’s will. 

(5)   God’s Will.  In eternity God had a desire (His will) for fellowship. This desire became God’s purpose for creation.  With essentially a blank sheet of God planned and de-

signed the perfect solution to achieve His desire (will).  We know this because God created in accordance with a will, a decision, and a plan.  A plan is a set of instructions to 

accomplish a goal.  Therefore when God said He created, this meant He had a desire, made a decision, thought of everything (plan), elected that is chose all things neces-

sary to accomplish Hid perfect plan. and is now executing the plan...perfectly.  His plan is still being perfectly fulfilled. 

(7) God is Perfect.  Everything God does is perfect even God’s solution to man’s fallen state.  Since God is perfect so are all His plans are perfect and cannot fail.  In Matthew 

5:48 we are explicitly told that God is perfect.  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

(8)   God Owns Creation.  As the creator, God owns all beings and may do with all He has created as He so pleases 

(9)   God Is The Absolute Authority.  There is no authority God answers to, accounts for His deeds, use or purpose of all He has created.  He is the ultimate authority of 

all.  There is no higher power than He, since only He is the THE God. 

(10)  God Is All Truth.  God is the absolute authority testified by His creation which includes all truth.  Therefore, all things are to have as their ultimate anchor God’s truth.  

Ignoring truth causes chaos within the universe, individual lives, civilization, political and religious organizations and etc., to name just a few.  



(11) God Is Love.  God’s creation was the result of a decision.  That decision was made in love and for love. The driving force for creation was most definitely not hatred nor 

indifference.  Those are imperfect motives and God did not create for malice. God as THE God has the ability to love or not love, but He chooses only to act in love as only 

THE God would.  God created with perfect love  and man was created with God’s image therefore all man have the ability to love as well as the ability not to love.  Man 

has the ability to love God as well as the ability to reject and hate God.  God, being perfect, has the perfect plan to achieve fellowship which includes all contingencies.  

God’s restoration plan is part of God’s plan. 

(12) God Is Good.  As the Israelites wandered in the wilderness after their exodus from Egypt, God took these descendants of Abraham and prepared them to become a nation 

un-equaled worldwide. They were God’s chosen people, having increased from a family of 70 to estimates that range 2-6 million in population.  Genesis 1:1 begins God’s 

chronicle of how mankind sinned and rejected God.   The rest of the Bible chronicles God’s instructions, prophecies, truth, laws, desires, warnings, and etc. for His People 

for all time.  God’ is central in a battle of good (Him) versus evil (rejection of Him).  

(13) I AM that I AM.  Moses, as he wrote the Pentateuch under guidance of the Holy Spirit was directed to state in Exodus 3:14  “God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He 

said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  In using the words “I AM THAT I AM,” God used an expression to reveal to Moses a promise and 

pledge found in His name. the meaning of the Hebrew name YHWH – God’s name – is “the Self-existent,” “He who becometh,” or “the becoming one.”   God, therefore, is 

providing a promise to Israel and the heavenly church He is what we need, an architect for the plan of salvation that will bring us back into harmony with Him.  John 14:6, 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.   God’s creation is perfect in accordance  with His perfect plan for 

perfect restoration of mankind to fulfill His perfect will. 



6.0 Created For A Reason  

God planned and created us for His glory and for fellowship. The Bible 
consistently underscores God’s will and desires that He wants to fel-
lowship with you! Yes, YOU!   

As much as I try, I can’t fully understand or appreciate God’s driving 
desire to fellowship with me.  I am very unworthy.  I stink at being 

good, or kind, or godly.  I truly know what I’ve done all my life, and 
sadly, I can’t hide any of it from God Almighty.  My only saving grace is 
that I truly believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that He was cru-
cified and died for all my sins and rose again on the third day, defeating 
Satan and conquering death, and now sits at the right hand of God the 
Father in Heaven, pleading on my behalf.  I believe.    

The Bible is clear. In eternity, before the foundation of the world, God 
decided He wanted fellowship and planned absolutely everything  nec-
essary to achieve His will.  We are the fulfillment of God’s own will as 
stated in the first verse of Genesis. 

Fellowship with God is the richest privilege bestowed on man because 
God wanted fellowship and created the perfect vehicle (mankind) to 
share His eternal life . When God created man, He walked in the garden 
and talked with Adam and Eve just as you or I talk with our earthly 
friends.   

Can you imagine how beautiful the Garden of Eden must have been?  
Personally created by God and given to Adam and Eve in Godly love. 

The “Prince of Preachers” Dr Charles H Spurgeon, Pastor of the New 
Park Street Chapel (later the Metropolitan Tabernacle) in London for 
38 years.  In September, 1861 Spurgeon gave a sermon in Chicago, IL 
focusing on God’s desire to fellowship with man.   Spurgeon was a pro-
lific author having published his sermons, an autobiography, com-
mentaries, books on prayer, devotionals, magazines, poetry, and 
hymns.  

In this sermon, Spurgeon stated,  

“So long as he was willing and obedient, Adam ate the fat of the 
land, and among the rich dainties and "wines on the lees well re-
fined," of which his soul was a partaker, we must number first and 
foremost, unbroken communion with God, his Father and his 
Friend. Sin, as it banished man from Eden, banished man from God, 
and from that time our face has been turned from the Most High, 
and his face has been turned from us;-we have hated God, and God 
has been angry with us every day. Christ came into the world to 



restore to us our lost patrimony.  It was the great object of his won-
drous sacrifice to put us into a position which should be equal and 
even  superior to that that which we occupied in Adam before the 
fall, and as he has already restored to us many things that we lost, so 
among the rest-fellowship with God. They who have by his grace 
believed, and have by the precious blood been washed, have peace 
with God through Jesus Christ our Lord, they are "no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow- 

citizens with the saints and of the household of God," and they have 
access with boldness into this grace wherein we stand. So they who 
are in the kingdom, and under the dispensation of the second Adam, 
have restored to them in all its fullness that fellowship which was 
lost to them by the sin and disobedience of their first federal head. 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ." 

7.0 Let Us Make Man In Our Im-
age.   
God’s intention to dwell with people is seen at creation in Genesis 1:26, 
then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and 
over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.”   Notice the first part of this first says, “Let Us make 
man in Our image, after Our likeness!’’ 

And again, in Genesis 1:27 we read, God created man in His own image, in 
the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”   And 
in Genesis 3:8, we find, “They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.   

What does it mean to be created in the image of God? 

What it does not mean is that man possesses all the powers, character-
istics and attributes of the great Creator Himself. Nevertheless, we have 

been created as much physically and spiritually as God deemed appro-
priate for fellowship and worship.  

Being created in the image of God means,  

1. Having responsibility as stewards of God’s creation. Genesis 1:26-
27 spells out that when God created humankind in His image, God 
created them male and female.   

2. It means we are created with the capacity for building a relationship 
with God.   

3. Out of all He created, God singled out mankind to be made in His 
image.  No other lifeform has the ability to fellowship, worship, 
glorify, or love.   

4. Man is blessed and honored uniquely by God as He has a specific 
purpose for man as no other created entity can fulfil His will.   

5. Man is more important to God than all His creation.  God has a pur-
pose for man.  And that purpose is fellowship with God.   

6. God’s entire creation was created to achieve God’s will for fellow-
ship.  This is good, happy, joyful, and of great worth to God, Al-
mighty.    

These verses (and many more) unequivocally assert that human beings 
are created in the image and likeness of God. Philosophers and theolo-
gians have debated the exact meaning of these verses for thousands of 
years.    Some concluded that being made in the “Image of God” does 
not mean that God possesses human-like features, and the statement is 
figurative language for God giving man the ability or capacity to fel-
lowship with Him, the capacity to enjoy fellowship with Him and the 
desire to fellowship with Him.” Man is not complete until He has been 
restored to God’s fellowship. 

One philosopher, Maimonides (1138-1204 AD), was a medie-
val Sephardic Jewish philosopher who became one of the most prolific 
and influential Torah scholars of the Middle Ages. argues that it is con-
sciousness and the ability to speak which is the "image of God."  These 
are “abilities” which differentiates us from all other life forms, and  



allows us to understand, reason, and explore concepts and ideas that 
are definitely not merely instinctual but critical for fellowship.  

Having made my living for the past 20 years as an artist, I reproduced 
images onto canvas.  An image is a reproduction of a scene, person, 
event, place, emotion, ideal, or message.  This may sound trite, but im-
ages are created to image. Whenever I painted a portrait, I wanted to 
display something about that person. After creating my masterpiece, I 
would display my artwork in high traffic places so countless people can 
look at it, notice it, think about that person,  think about that image.  — 
thereby  eliciting a reaction.   

Being created in the image of God means that we image God. We reflect 
God. We live in a way, we think in a way , we feel in a way, we speak in a 
way that calls attention to God and all His greatness.  Everyone sees 
God’s image reflected in us.    

This is God’s Glory, that all creation reflects His image.  God has done 
so much for us that we  cannot help but to thank Him profusely for all 
things He has done.  We are overcome with the necessity to praise and 
worship Him as the one true God, creator of all things, who has chosen 
to love us before the foundation of the world.   

To glorify God means to acknowledge His greatness and to value Him 
above all things. It means we make His greatness known to others. It 

means we have a heartfelt gratitude for all that God has done. We glori-
fy God through our faith, through our love and through our desire to 
obey Him.    

God created four forms of life; angels, plants, animals and man.  Two of 
them he has selected to develop relationships:  angels and man.  

Just think about it for a minute.  Isn’t this the most awesome thing you 
can imagine?  I, a mere human among countless humans that live, have 
lived or yet to live can actually know and have a personal (one-on-one) 
relationship with God Almighty, the Creator of all things.  Not only can 

I know Him, but He has written a book for me so I can know Him inti-
mately before I arrive in heaven. 

That privilege, that invitation to know and fellowship with God, has 
been extended to every single human since before the beginning of 
time.  “How great Thou art,” indeed.  This is why we were created.  We 
were created for fellowship with God, the Father Almighty. 

I have twin sis-

ters who are 

younger than I, 

Brenda and 

Glenda, who 

are also believ-

ers.  A family 

tragedy occurred 

in 1955 that re-

sulted in our 

mother’s death 

and our father 

finding other 

families to raise 

all four of his chil-

dren.   



Brother Rick was between my twin sisters and I in age.  We were never 
to live together again as brother and sisters after this tragedy. 

But our Father in heaven was very gracious.   

My brother and I always desired to be with our little sisters.  We yearned 
greatly to once again talk, play, laugh, tease and become a single family 
unit again. Rick and I constantly shared with each other how glorious 
life would be if only we could be united with our sisters again.  Later in 
life, Rick and I learned that our sisters had the same driving desire to be 
united.  We were family and being wrenched apart and living separated 
was the hardest, hardest thing we could endure.  As the years passed 
our desire to be with them only increased. As young adults and living on 
our own, we sought each other out, were reacquainted, and have had 
constant fellowship every since.  

God has an even greater craving to be reunited with every single man, 
woman, or child that has lived, is living, or will live.  In fact the Bible 
says, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance. “  It is God’s ardent desire to fellowship with man.  It is so 
great that He allowed His only Son to be sacrificed that we may spend 
eternity in fellowship and worship with the Triune God.    

8.0 To Know Him Is To Love Him 

Take any person you presume to know personally. Do you know them 
immeasurably? Do you know their every thoughts, everything they've 
ever said or done, their entire physical makeup and how everything in 
their body works? Do you know their full nature or their full potential or 
even their plans? God already personally knows every person that has 
ever lived, is now living, or yet to live.  (Jeremiah 1:5  “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have 
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

In some ways we know many people. We know their name, where they 
live, where they work and/or what they do. We know their habits and 
even how they play.  We know certain of their abilities. And, to the ex-
tent we have talked and spent time together with them, we know their 
mind. 

In short, you know their identity—who they are. 

Today’s modern technology, allows us to "know" people we've never 
personally met. We call these people celebrities. While you don't know 
these people personally, we can recognize them, and know something 
about them. At the least, we know their work—which can tell you a lot 
about them.  I am an art instructor and have authored nearly 350 DVDs 
on how to oil paint.  I’ve also advertised extensively on-line for over 20 
years.  I’ve been told that nearly 8,000,000 people ‘know’ me to some 
extent on YouTube.  And I’ve probably met less than 1% of those 
8,000,000.  Yet they ‘publicly’ know me. 



(The “Muffin Men.”  A small group of men meeting weekly for coffee to fellowship 

with each other and worship God Almighty.) 

The word glory, in relation to God, has two aspects: 

First, the Hebrew word transliterated as kabowd or kaw-bode' (primarily translated as 

"glory" in the Old Testament) can refer to praise and honor and at times even abun-

dance and riches.  Secondly, it can also refer to the brilliant splendor of God's appear-

ance.  

• Now you must tell my father of all my splendor in Egypt, and all that you have 

seen; and you must hurry and bring my father down here.”  Genesis 45:13 

• on that day I swore to them, to bring them out 
from the land of Egypt into a land that I had selected 
for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the 
glory of all lands.  Ezekiel 20:6 

I’ve heard a number of people say that God creat-
ed us to work for Him. And in a way this is true. 
However, this was not God’s primary purpose in 
creating us. The primary goal was— and still is— 
to worship Him and fellowship with Him.  

Before the Lord commanded Adam to work the 
garden, God had fellowship with man.  This is the order of relation-
ships or fellowship God instituted from creation: fellowship, then 
work.  

• Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of 
Eden to cultivate it and keep it. Gen. 2:15 

Adam and Eve fellowshipped directly with God and came to know His 
voice, to know His ways, to see what others cannot see, and to come to 
know Him personally—intimately. 

This is the fellowship God has predestined for all believers. 

We are predestined to fellowship 
directly with God and to come to 
know His voice, to begin to know 
His ways, to see what others can-

not see, and to come to know Him 
personally—intimately. 



 



9.0 The Basis Of Fellowship  
Fellowship is foremost the sharing together a common life with one 
another.  God desired this fellowship.  God created man so that He could 
have fellowship.  The only requirement was for one to respond positive-
ly to the gospel call that Jesus is the Messiah, and has paid the penalty 
in full for all sins ever committed.  Since Jesus paid this price He is our 
savior.  God’s gift of eternal life is freely given whenever anyone be-
lieves.  This gift means we can therefore enter into fellowship with God.  
God created us for fellowship because of His desires not ours.  He now 
draws man to Him to fulfill His will.   

Man first rejected God’s desire for fellowship by rebelling against Him 
when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Paradise.  As descendants 
of Adam & Eve we have inherited their rebellious nature and no man 
seeks God or wants God. 

Therefore God took the initiative to draw man to Him.  Without God’s 
initiative, His active “wooing” of us to Him, no one would be restored 
to eternal fellowship with God. 

Fellowship is first and foremost a relationship, rather than an activity. 
The principle is that any activity that follows, should come out of the 
relationship.  

In an article published by “The Alliance, an organization originally 
founded in the late 1800s.   This organization now known as the C&MA 
grew out of the vision of Rev. A.B. Simpson, a Presbyterian pastor from 
Canada.   He worked among the prostitutes, longshoremen, and the 
homeless that they may receive the reconciliation message that all peo-
ple are eligible for Christ’s amazing grace. Rev. Simpson established the 
New York Gospel Tabernacle to bring likeminded people together into 
an organization that could facilitate outreach ministries.  He set up the 
Missionary Training Institute (MTI) to provide training and resources 

for men and women God was calling to take the gospel to the world. 

During this time, Simpson’s group sent out the first team 
of missionaries to the Congo in 1884.  This organization continues its 
missionary work to this day, planting churches worldwide.  Over 2,000 
churches have been planted in the United States alone.  

In a recent article C&MA stated ... 

 God is love, and is for that reason the source of all the love there is. 
He has set as the first of all commandments that we love Him with 
all our hearts, but He knows that the desired love can never originate 
with us. We love him, because he first loved us, is the scriptural and 
psychological pattern  

Love is the basis of all fellowship.  Since God is love, He seeks each of us 
out personally because that is what love is.  The Bible says in 1 John 4:8, 
“The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. “  and in 1 
John 4:16, “We have come to know and have believed the love which God 
has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and 
God abides in him “ 

As a young college lad, I saw this amazing young woman in one of my 
classes that I just had to know better.  I felt excitement whenever I saw 
her or thought about her.  I look forward to seeing her in class.  I was a 
foolish student in love just looking at her.  Finally, I sought her out, in-
troduced myself  and tried everything I knew afterwards to “woo” her 
to desire me.  Two years later we were married and have spent the last 
54 years in a very close fellowship as husband and wife.  

The reality is the fact that God is seeking you, not corporately, but spe-
cifically, personally. In Genesis 1:1  God introduced Himself to us.  For 
that is what love does.  I praise God that He is not a passive, non-
communitive entity or a man-made object considered a god, or an en-
ergy force, or an accidental occurrence in the universe, a singularity or a 
figment of our imagination.   



God is the perfect being in which all truth and goodness exists.  God is 
the source of all beauty and all love. Its hard to imagine, yet it is so 
wonderful that God loves each of us and all of us. And, He wants us to 
know that He exists.  

How far away is God?  Just one heart beat. 

He is real and He is near.  

He is active and He is intimate, as intimate as we will let Him.  And our 
God wants us to spend eternity with Him in a special, intimate relation-
ship that He may fellowship with us without end.  

Before one even thought about God, He was pursuing them. Psalm 
139:16-17  Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book 
were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was 
not one of them.  [17] How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  
How vast is the sum of them!  

God promises that if anyone makes a decision to pursue, or look for 
God, they will find Him.  Jeremiah 29:11-13   For I know the plans that I 
have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to 
give you a future and a hope. [12] Then you will call upon Me and come and 
pray to Me, and I will listen to you. [13] You will seek Me and find Me when 
you search for Me with all your heart.  

The clearest verse on God’s drawing to salvation is John 6:44 where Je-
sus declares that “no one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 
Me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.” The Greek word 
translated “draw” is helkuo, which means “to drag” (literally or fig-
uratively).  

Why does God need to draw us to salvation?  

Man in his fallen state is not spiritual and has a nature that would ra-
ther sin than comply with God’s will.  This desire to be evil is so strong 

and prevalent since birth that this way of life is natural and normal for 
all men.  Everything man does, thinks or achieves is from his inherited 
evil nature. 

Natural man doesn’t consider or recognize that he has a problem or 
even a need for reconciliation.  

During college I worked at nights and weekends at a burger drive 
through restaurant.  I’ll never forget one Sunday night when two mid-
dle-aged women drove up to the window for their order.  They were so 
excited and happy and just bustin with joy.  I couldn’t help asking, 
“Why are you so happy, ladies?’ 

“We’ve just been saved,” they both cried out. 

Perplexed, I asked,  “From what?” 

They went on telling me over the next couple of minutes things I just 
didn’t understand.  You see, I was a natural man observing, thinking, 
and acting from my inherited evil nature and way of life.  I had no abil-
ity then the things of God. 

Man has no desire to know God. I couldn’t understand those two freshly 
saved ladies because my heart was hard and my mind darkened.   

The unregenerate person doesn’t desire God and is actually an enemy 
of God (Romans 5:10   For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life. ).  

When Jesus says that no man can come without God’s drawing him, He 
is making a statement about the total depravity of the sinner and the 
universality of that condition.  Total depravity is not that you’ve com-
mitted the worst possible sins, rather you are in the worst possible po-
sition before Almighty God.  



Therefore, it is only by the merciful and gracious drawing of God that 
we are saved.  

God woos us by 

• Enlightening our mind (Ephesians 1:18),  

• Inclining our will toward Himself,  

• Influencing our souls (that part of us which communicates with 
God), without which influence the soul remains darkened and re-
bellious against God.  

All of this is involved in the drawing process. 

God has taken the initiative to woo all of mankind to Himself that He 
might eternally fellowship with Him.  This initiative included Jesus 
being the propitiation for sin, the Fathering wooing us and drawing 
man to Him, and directing disciples to actively engage in battle 
through prayer and witnessing to all lost souls. 

Psalm 14:2 says, “The Lord looks down from heaven on the human 
race to see if there is one who is wise, one who seeks God.” That’s the 
point of the Hidden Treasure and the Costly Pearl. When we under-
stand what God has done for us and that He is a treasure worth more 
than anything we could acquire in this life, we pursue Him.  

Everyone is pursuing something that they consider ultimate, and that 
means everyone is pursuing a “god”. 

Never forget.  God will woo you to death.  He is relentless and will not 
abandon you.  Should you die still rejecting Him, He will finally honor 
your request and allow you the privilege of eternal damnation and 
punishment in hell.  Its not what He wants or desires, but He will hon-
or your final request. 

Before you even thought about God, he was pursuing you. Psalm 
139:16-17  Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book 
were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there 
was not one of them.  How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  
How vast is the sum of them! 



God knows us even better than we know ourselves.   Theologians talk 
about the fact that God is omniscient. This means that God knows eve-
rything, including the past, present, and future. Certainly, Psalm 
139 affirms God’s omniscience, but it seems like something deeper than 
omniscience is being discussed.  God personally understands you. He 
knows all your thoughts, all your history, all your fears, all your joys, 
and all your sorrows.  And He still wants to fellowship with you. 

If you make a decision to pursue God, you will find him.  Jeremiah 29:11
-13   For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for 
welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope (12) Then you 
will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  (13) You 
will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.  

Wherever we are, God is there.  Psalm 139:7-9 Where can I go from Your 
Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?  (8) If I ascend to heaven, 
You are there;  If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.  Even there 
Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me.  

No matter where we are, in life or death, God is there wooing us. 

Omnipresence is something more than a theological doctrine. It can be 
scarry to realize that we can’t ever get away from God.  

Because of our sin, we may be tempted to try and run away from God. 
But this is futile as God is always near us and above all, always wants to 
help us (Psalm 139:10). 

Pursuing God is about going “full circle,” and it involves faith (trusting 
Jesus), repentance (change), life (honoring God), and purpose (helping 
others).  

When we respond to God’s wooing , we  might feel like God is a new part 
of your life; however, the Bible is that God has been at work in your life 
before you were even born. 

Psalm 139:13, 15-16 You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body 
and knit me together in my mother’s womb…You watched me as I was 

being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of 
the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was rec-
orded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had 
passed. 

 

God Is Closer to You Than You Realize 

God Has Always Been at Work in Your Life 



10.0  Final Discussion Questions 
1.   What did God will or planned for you? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

2. When should you seek God’s will? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 

3. How Critical is understanding God’s Will To You? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

4. How can you know God’s will for you right now.? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

5. Can Anyone See God Through Your compliance to His will right now? 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

 









In a lay-leader class at Med-
way Community Church of 
Medway, MA a few years ago, 
I was challenged to defend 
my faith and the doctrines I 
held dear. I found myself 
embarrassed as it was quick-
ly apparent that I was ill 
equipped to either defend or 
explain my beliefs. 

Less than two weeks passed 
and I was again challenged in a local Men’s Bible study.  To 
my discredit, I once again was unable to defend my beliefs.  

I resolved to correct this deficiency and set out to thor-
oughly study the Scriptures and document my findings on 
salvation and Jesus’ teachings in an organized fashion. My 
original objective was to put together a short “white pa-
per” to define and support my position and beliefs on pre-
destination.  God wanted me instead, to become His disci-
ple in a life long pursuit of truth.  I quickly found myself asking more and more questions that compelled me to con-
stantly research, study and document.  My goals expanded broader and faster.  This study required me to put aside all my 
biases, read God’s word freshly and intently, discuss with scholars and read numerous documents on Christian doc-
trines. I lost track of time, so involved were my studies. It has now been over a decade since I first undertook the quest to 
write a simple white paper.  

God has been especially gracious in guiding my study of His revealed word.  This study has been a true joy.  The more I 
studied, the more in awe of our Almighty God I became. I was compelled from within to continue worshipping, studying, 
fellowshipping, and serving Him.  

Quick Notes About the Author 

• Married, father of three children, four grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. 

• Saved in 1974 at FBC Church, San Jose, CA 

• Tutored by lay leaders, ministers, authors, teachers, sci-
entists and philosophers    

• Currently member of FBC Bellingham, MA under the 
ministry of Pastor Rodrigues 

• Challenged in 2 bible studies by my lack of understand-
ing biblical doctrines.  I resolved to correct this deficien-
cy and committed myself to becoming a disciple of Christ 

•  These study guides summarize God’s teachings and 
chronicles God’s plan to restore Man for eternal fellow-
ship with Him. 






